
 

 

APPENDIX 32B 

Reproductions of Comments on the Draft EIS 

Comments 13308–13321 



COMMENT #:  13308 

DATE:  8/18/21 12:00 PM 

SOURCE:  Mailed 

NAME: Derek Miller 

COMMENT: 

32.2.9D 

32.12A, 32.10A, and 
32.2.6.3F 
32.7A 
32.2.6.5Z 
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COMMENT #:  13309 

DATE:   9/1/21 10:54 AM 

SOURCE:  Email 

NAME:  Brian Tonetti 

 
COMMENT: 
 
To Whom it May Concern, 
 
Please see the attached for a letter outlining the Seven Canyons Trust's comments to the Little 
Cottonwood EIS. Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
I appreciate your consideration of our letter. 
 
Thank you! 
-- 
Brian Tonetti 
Executive Director 
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32.2.9A 
32.2.2PP 
 
32.20B 
 
 
32.2.9A, 32.1.2C, 
32.2.6.3F, 
32.2.6.3C, and  
 
32.2.4A 
32.2.9E and 32.2.9C 
 
32.12A 
32.12B 
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COMMENT #:  13310 
DATE:   9/1/21 4:09 PM 

SOURCE:  Email 

NAME:  Chris McCandless 

 
COMMENT: 
 
Josh, 
 
As mentioned in our last conversation, attached is the presentation being used by the Gondola Works 
coalition.  We would like this presentation to be part of the public comments considered in the DEIS 
evaluation.  
 
As you will note, some of the conclusions in the presentation exceeds the UDOT purpose and need 
statement but, we felt that if the choice was on the fence line between choosing the bus or gondola, 
perhaps the added incentives could sway the decision to the gondola side of the aisle. 
 
Have a great day - the third is near! 
Chris McCandless, President 
CW MANAGEMENT CORPORATION 
 

 

 

Page 32B-13828 Little Cottonwood Canyon Final EISSept 2022



 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 32B-13829 Little Cottonwood Canyon Final EISSept 2022



 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 32B-13830 Little Cottonwood Canyon Final EISSept 2022



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.2.6.5Z 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
32.2.6.5H 
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32.2.6.5N 
 
32.2.6.3P 
 
32.2.6.5K 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.2.6.5Z 
 
32.2.7A 
 
32.2.7N 
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32.2.6.3F 
 
32.10A 

 

 
 
 
 
 
32.12A, 32.12B, 
32.4A, 32.4B 
32.17A, 32.17B,  
32.2.7C 
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32.17A 
32.17B 
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32.2.6.3P 
  
32.2.6.5O 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
32.9A, 32.9B, 
32.2.6.5N 
32.2.6.5E 
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COMMENT #:  13311 

DATE:   9/2/21 12:00 PM 

SOURCE:  Mailed 

NAME:  Dennis Astill 

 
COMMENT: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.2.6.2.1L 
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32.2.6.2.1L 
32.2.6.2.1D 
32.2.2VVV 
 
 
32.4S 
32.2.6.2L 
 
32.20D 
 
32.1.1A 
 
 
 
32.4S 
 
32.2.6.2.1M 
 
 
32.2.6.2.1L 
 
 
 
32.2.6.2.1L 
32.1.1A 
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COMMENT #:  13312 

DATE:   9/2/21 12:22 PM 

SOURCE:  Email 

NAME:  Ross Chambless 

 
COMMENT: 
 
Dear UDOT Personnel and Consultant Team, 
  
Please accept this letter on behalf of these members of the Utah House Democratic Caucus addressing 
their concerns with both of the current transportation proposals for Little Cottonwood Canyon.  
  
Thank you, 
Ross Chambless 
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32.1.2B 
32.20A 
32.20C 
32.2.9C, 32.2.9E 
32.4I, 32.12A, 
32.12B, 32.1.2C, 
32.1.2D, 32.5A 
32.1.2D, 32.2.7A, 
32.7B, 32.7C 
32.4I 
 
32.2.9A, 32.29R 
32.2.9A 
 
32.2.9J 
32.2.4A 
32.2.2B 
32.2.6.3F 
32.2.2M 
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32.2.7C 
32.1.2C 
32.4I 
32.12A 
32.12B 
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COMMENT #:  13313 

DATE:   9/2/21 2:05 PM 

SOURCE:  Email 

NAME:  Dave Fields 

 
COMMENT: 
 
Josh and Vince, 
Please find Snowbird's feedback on the LCC DEIS. 
Thank you for all of your hard work on this project. 
Dave 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.2.9D 
 
 
 
32.2.4A, 32.5A, 
32.2.2Y, 32.1.1A, 
32.20D 
 
 
 
 
32.2.9H 
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32.7A, 32.2.6.5H, 
32.2.2VV, 32.2.6.3P 
 
 
 
 
 
32.2.6.5H 
32.2.6.5K 
 
 
 
 
 
32.1.2D 
32.7A 
 
 
 
32.2.6.3N 
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32.2.6.5A 
32.2.6.5N 
 
 
32.29F 
 
 
 
 
32.2.7A 
 
 
 
32.2.6.5AA 
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COMMENT #:  13314 

DATE:   9/2/21 8:22 PM 

SOURCE:  Email 

NAME:  Chris McCandless 

 
COMMENT: 
 
Josh, 
 
The end is near!  
 
As I was writing my last thoughts to send you guys, I was wondering if we ever sent you the Hales 
Engineering Traffic Impact Study as it relates to the LaCaille Base Station. With all the assumptions by 
folks that I am certain are making traffic related statements, we want the TIS we prepared to be part of 
the public comment to counter some of the inaccurate non-science based statements.  To that end, 
please accept the LaCaille Base Station Traffic Impact Study and include it as a comment/information 
that should be used in considering the two alternatives as stated in the DEIS. 
 
Thanks again for all you and the team have done. 
 
Chris McCandless, President 
CW MANAGEMENT CORPORATION 
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COMMENT #:  13315 

DATE:   9/2/21 9:40 PM 

SOURCE:  Website 

NAME:  Gay Lynn Bennion 

 
COMMENT: 
 
To: UDOT LCC EIS Consultant Team 
September 2, 2021 
Dear UDOT Personnel and Consultant Team, 
We appreciate your time-intensive and thoughtful approach to resolving the critical issue of managing 
the vehicle over-crowding of Little Cottonwood Canyon. The canyon is a treasured destination for our 
Wasatch Front constituents and millions of out-of-state visitors alike through all seasons of the year. 
Sadly, we all recognize we are “loving our canyon to death.” We need to provide the public with a 
sustainable, cost-effective, inclusive, and reliable transportation solution that also enhances the 
experience of canyon visitors. (32.1.2B) 
 
The stated purpose of the EIS, “to provide an integrated transportation system that improves the 
reliability, mobility and safety for all users,” does not account for the fact that the canyon is a place for 
environmental preservation and solitude, as well as recreation of all kinds. (32.1.2B) If this project 
becomes about moving more people in and out of the canyon at faster rates, then we are not 
“preserving the values of the Wasatch Mountains.” Both of the currently “preferred alternatives” are 
problematic. Both would result in significant environmental impacts that endanger our watershed and 
fail to address the year-round needs and access for all recreational interests, including those of 
underserved populations. (32.20A, 32.20C, 32.2.9C, 32.2.9E, 32.4I, 32.12A, 32.12B, 32.1.2C, 32.1.2D, 
32.5A) 
 
We do not support the proposed gondola option as it is costly and caters mostly to the ski resorts at the 
top of the canyon and ignores the many and varying year-round recreational interests 
throughout the canyon that also must be addressed. Furthermore, the “Enhanced Bus Service in Peak-
Period Shoulder Lane (PPSL)” alternative as proposed would inflict an unacceptable level 
of costly environmental impacts by expanding the road and adding snow sheds in some places. 
(32.1.2C, 32.4I, 32.2.9J, 32.7B, and 32.7C) 
 
We believe a third option exists: one that is less expensive; less environmentally impactful; more 
inclusive; and could be more quickly implemented. We support a modified Enhanced Bus 
Alternative that takes a phased approach. (32.2.9A and 32.2.9R) This alternative would involve the 
following: 
- NOT widening the existing road to add a shoulder lane, except at certain points needed for making 
stop areas more efficient. (32.2.9A) 
- NOT constructing snow shed overhangs which will be costly and unnecessary as roads can be 
managed with normal snowplow clearance. (32.2.9J) 
- Implement tolling and, at certain times, restrictions on single-occupancy vehicles, along with bus-only 
access at designated times to reduce vehicle traffic. (32.2.4A) 
- Busses should use the cleanest, most efficient technology possible to minimize emissions, and 
provide year-round service and enhance access to all areas of the canyon as a reliable 
alternative to private vehicles. (32.2.2B) 
- Enforce parking violations and provide better information systems for canyon users. (32.2.2M) This 
approach would allow us to proceed relatively quickly with an incremental plan that increases access 
and convenience for all recreational interests year-round in a manner that is fair, sustainable, and which 
preserves some of the solitude and environmental integrity of the place. It would also minimize costly 
and potentially destructive environmental impacts to the canyon, and prioritizes the preservation of our 
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critical watershed - the source of our public drinking water - which is in the best long-term interests of 
our state. (32.2.7C, 32.1.2C, 32.4I, 32.12A, and 32.12B) 
 
We appreciate your consideration of this modified alternative, 
 
Signed, 
State Representative Gay Lynn Bennion 
State Representative Joel Briscoe 
State Representative Clare Collard 
State Representative Jennifer Dailey-Provost 
State Representative Suzanne Harrison 
State Representative Sandra Hollins 
State Representative Carol Spackman Moss 
State Representative Doug Owens 
State Representative Stephanie Pitcher 
State Representative Angela Romero 
State Representative Elizabeth Weight 
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COMMENT #:  13316 

DATE:   9/3/21 6:30 AM 

SOURCE:  Email 

NAME:  Lindsey Madsen 

 
COMMENT: 
 
All, 
  
Please find attached a letter from Sandy City Mayor and Sandy City Council, in response to the Little 
Cottonwood Canyon EIS for potential transportation improvements. 
  
Thank you, 
Lindsey 
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32.20B 
 
 
 
 
32.12A 
32.12B 
 
 
 
32.7E 
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32.29R, 32.2.4A, 
32.2.9O, 32.2.9P, 
32.2.2D, and 
32.2.2K 
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COMMENT #:  13317 

DATE:   9/3/21 11:19 AM 

SOURCE:  Email 

NAME:  Chris Adams 

 
COMMENT: 
 
Hello, 
 
Attached please find the joint comment for the UDOT Draft EIS for Little Cottonwood Canyon from 
Wasatch Backcountry Alliance & Winter Wildlands Alliance. Please confirm receipt of this email so we 
know our comment has been received. 
 
Thanks, 
Chris  
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32.1.1C 
32.20B 
 
32.7B, 32.7C, 
32.17A, 32.2.9E 
 
 
32.2.6.5K 
 
32.1.2B, 32.1.2D, 
32.2.7A, 32.7B, 
32.7C, 32.2.6.5F 
32.1.2C, 32.2.6.5G 
32.1.2B 
 
 
 
32.2.6.4A 
32.2.6.5J 
 
32.2.4A 
 
 
 
 
32.2.6.5H 
32.2.6.5K 
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32.2.7C, 32.2.6.3D 
 
32.2.9A 
 
32.2.2I 
 
32.2.4A 
 
32.2.9A, 32.2.4A, 
32.2.2M 
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32.4W 
 
 
 

 

Page 32B-13960 Little Cottonwood Canyon Final EISSept 2022



 

 

 
 
 
 
32.4X 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.12A, 32.12B, 
32.20A, 32.20B, 
32.20C 
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32.4A, 32.4B, 
32.4G, 32.4P, 32.5A 
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32.20C 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.20C 
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32.17A 
32.17B 
32.17C 
32.17I 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.17J 
32.17F 
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32.16E 
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COMMENT #:  13318 

DATE:   9/3/21 11:22 AM 

SOURCE:  Email 

NAME:  Eric Murdock 

 
COMMENT: 
 
Access Fund, America's national climbing advocacy organization and Gate Buttress lessee, 
appreciates the opportunity to submit the attached comments on the UDOT Little Cottonwood Canyon 
EIS. Thanks in advance for your consideration and feel free to reach out to me with any questions. 
Best, 
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32.1.2B, 32.1.2D, 
32.2.7A, 32.7A, and 
32.7C 
 
 
 
32.4A, 32.4B, 32.4I, 
32.4N, and 32.4P 
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32.1.2B, 32.2.9A, 
32.2.2PP, 
32.2.6.3C, 32.2.4A 
 
32.29R, 32.4A, 
32.4B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.4A, 32.4B, 
32.26B, and 32.26E 
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32.4A, 
32.4B, 32.4I 
 
 
 
 
 
32.6D 
 
 
 
 
 
32.4A, 32.4B, 
32.1.2D, 32.7C, 
32.5A, 32.26B, and 
32.26E 
 
 
32.5A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.2.9C, 32.4A 
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32.4N, 32.1.2H 
 
 
 
32.28C 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.1.2D, 32.5A, 
32.2.9A, 32.2.4A, 
32.1.2C 
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COMMENT #:  13319 
DATE:   9/3/21 11:36 AM 

SOURCE:  Email 

NAME:  Margaret Bourke 

 
COMMENT: 
 
Please find attached my comments on the referenced DEIS. 
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32.4F, 32.4CC, 
32.4DD, 32.4EE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.2.2E 
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32.13A, 32.13B 
32.4I, 32.17A, 
32.17B, 32.20A, 
32.20C 
 
 
 
 
 
32.2.2E, 32.12A, 
32.12B, 32.13A, 
32.13B 
 
32.12H, 32.7A 
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32.2.6.3F 
 
 
 
 
 
32.2.4D, 32.2.4A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.2.2K, 32.2.4D, 
and 32.2.4A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.10A, 32.2.2E 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.1.2B 
32.1.4F, 32.10A 
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32.1.2B 
 
32.1.2B, 32.1.2D, 
32.2.7A, 32.7B, and 
32.7C 
 
32.2.4A, 32.2.2L 
 
 
32.2.4A 
 
32.2.6H 
 
 
 
 
32.2.6.5J, 
32.2.6.5N, 
32.2.6.1C 
32.2.6.5C 
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32.20B, 32.20A, 
32.20C 
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32.20O 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.20P 
 
 
 
 
 
32.20Q 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.20A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.20A 
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32.20B, 32.20A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.1.2H, 32.1.2I, 
32.1.2B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.4P, 32.2.6.2.4A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.20A, 32.1.2C, 
32.2.6.3.C, 
32.2.6.5F 
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32.20R 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.26F 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.15C 
 
 
 
 
 
32.26C 
 
 
 
32.26C, 32.4O 
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32.17A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.4FF 
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32.4DD, 32.4FF 
 
 
 
 
  
32.15B, 32.26D 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.23B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.10A, 32.12A, 
32.12B, 32.19A 
32.23B 
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32.23B, 32.13A, 
32.13B 
 
 
 
 
32.23B 
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32.17A, 32.17B 
 
 
 
 
 
32.17A, 32.17B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.28F 
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32.28F 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.17A and 3.17B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.17F 
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32.17E, 32.17F 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.17F 
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32.17F, 32.4O 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.4O, 32.17A, 
32.17B, 32.17F 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.4O, 
32.4DD 
 
32.17F 
 
 
 
 
 
32.17L 
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32.17F 
32.17H 
32.17L 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.17N 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.17F 
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32.17F 
 
 
 
 
32.17O 
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32.17O 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.17P 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.17F 
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32.17A, 32.17B,  
32.17F 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.4O and 32.17F 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.17M 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.2.6.4C 
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32.17M 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.2.2E 
32.10A 
32.17J 
32.20A 
32.20C 
32.10L 
 
 
 
32.10L 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.17F 
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32.17F 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.2.2E 
 
 
 
 
32.12H 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.2.4A 
 
 
32.2.4A 
32.1.2D 
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32.2.6.2.5A 
 
 
 
 
 
32.2.6.3C, 
32.2.6.5G,  
32.2.6T 
 
 
 
 
 
32.2.4A, 32.1.2D 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.2.4A, 32.7B 
 
32.2.4A 
 
32.2.6.5N, 32.7C 
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32.20B 
 
 
 
 
 
32.20B 
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32.28J 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.20C 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.20C 
32.2.4A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Page 32B-13998 Little Cottonwood Canyon Final EISSept 2022



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
32.20A, 32.20C 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.20B 
32.20A 
32.20C 
32.4O 
 
32.7C 
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32.20B 
 
 
32.20C 
 
32.21C 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.20B, 32.20A, 
32.20C 
 
32.2.6F 
 
 
 
 
 
32.2.2M 
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32.2.4A, 32.2.2Y, 
32.5A, 32.2.6.3N, 
32.2.6.5N 
 
 
 
 
 
32.2.4A, 32.2.2Y 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.7C 
32.20C 
32.2.4A 
 
32.7C 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.20S 
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32.2.4A 
32.20S 
32.2.6.2.4H 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.17A, 32.4O 
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32.4DD 
 
 
 
 
 
32.20B 
32.2.2EE 
32.29T 
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COMMENT #:  13320 
DATE:   9/3/21 12:00 PM 

SOURCE:  Email 

NAME:  Mike Maughan 

 
COMMENT: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.1.4D 

 

Page 32B-14004 Little Cottonwood Canyon Final EISSept 2022



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.1.4D 
 
32.1.4D 
32.7A 
 
32.1.4F 
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32.2.2M 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.2.2TT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.2.2UU 
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32.2.2VV 
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32.2.4C 
 
 
 
32.2.4D 
 
 
 
 
32.2.2WW 
 
 
 
 
 
32.2.6.5Y 
 
 
 
 
 
 
32.2.9D 
 
 
32.2.6.3P 
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32.2.6.3P 
 
 
 
32.2.6.5H 
 
 
 
32.2.6.5Y, 
32.2.6.3E, 32.10A, 
32.18A, 32.4A, 
32.4B, 32.12A, 
32.12B, 32.13A, 
32.13C, 32.17A, 
32.17B 
 
32.1.4D 
32.2.6.3C, 32.2.6.3N 
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32.2.7C 
 
 
 
32.29R 
 
32.2.2M 
 
 
 
32.2.2II 
 
 
 
 
32.2.2OO 
 
 
 
32.2.2TT 
 
 32.2.2WW 
 
32.2.2UU 
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32.29R 
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COMMENT #:  13321 

DATE:   9/3/21 12:02 PM 

SOURCE:  Website 

NAME:  Jason Keith 

 
COMMENT: 
 
Little Cottonwood Canyon EIS 
Utah Department of Transportation 
c/o HDR 
2825 E Cottonwood Parkway, Suite 200 
Cottonwood Heights, UT 84|121 
 
RE:  American Mountain Guides Association Comments to Little Cottonwood Canyon  Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement 
 
UDOT Planners,  
 
The American Mountain Guides Association (AMGA) welcomes this opportunity to submit comments to 
the Little Cottonwood Canyon (LCC) Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). In 2018 the Utah 
Department of Transportation (UDOT)-in partnership with Utah Transit Authority (UTA) and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Forest Service-began an EIS for LCC to provide an “integrated transportation 
system that improves the reliability, mobility and safety for residents, visitors, and commuters who use 
S.R. 210.” 
 
UDOT has identified two preferred alternatives in the Draft EIS: 1) the Enhanced Bus Service in Peak-
Period Shoulder Lane, and 2) and the Gondola Alternative. AMGA opposes both preferred alternatives 
as they fail to address the transportation needs of all "users throughout the canyon, in particular 
dispersed recreational users. (32.2.9C, 32.2.9D, 32.1.2B, 32.1.2D, 32.2.7A, 32.7B, and 32.7C) 
Furthermore, the roadway widening included in the enhanced bus alternative requires the destruction of 
climbing resources and eliminates precious parking opportunities, while the gondola proposal would 
create unacceptable visual and noise impacts throughout the canyon negatively impacting the natural 
experience. Fundamentally, the EIS lacks any meaningful analysis regarding impacts to dispersed 
recreational users presented by UDOT’s alternatives. (32.4A, 32.4B, 32.4I, 32.11D, 32.17A, and 
32.17B) 
 
American Mountain Guides Association 
 
The American Mountain Guides Association is a 501(c)(3) educational non-profit organization that 
provides training and certification for climbing instructors, mountain guides, and ski guides throughout 
the United States. Founded in 1979, the AMGA has trained over 13,000 climbing and skiing guides who 
provide outdoor experiences for the general public that emphasize safety, stewardship, and education. 
As the American representative to the International Federation of Mountain Guide Associations 
(IFMGA), the AMGA institutes international standards for the mountain guiding profession in the United 
States and serves as an educational body for land managers, guide services, outdoor clubs, and other 
recreation stakeholders. The advocacy arm of the AMGA supports sustainable use of public lands, 
facilitates stewardship projects, and works in cooperation with guides and land managers to promote 
best practices and preserve access to areas utilized by the guided public.  
 
UDOT proposes two highly destructive proposals to mitigate traffic problems in Little Cottonwood 
Canyon-the most popular climbing destination in the Wasatch Mountains which also has a long tradition 
as a training ground for Salt Lake climbers and mountain guides. Climbing guides and guide companies 
that are permitted in Little Cottonwood Canyon-either on private or US Forest Service lands-include: 
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Utah Mountain Adventures, Red River Adventures, The Mountain Guides, Prival, Backcountry Pros, 
Aspect Adventures, Wasatch Mountain Guides, and Inspired Summit Adventures.  
 
COMMENTS 
 
AMGA believes that UDOT’s transportation proposals will cause unacceptable impacts to Little 
Cottonwood Canyon because both the gondola and lane expansion proposals would destroy highly 
popular climbing areas while negatively impacting the natural experience at many others. Both of 
UDOT’s preferred alternatives threaten classic and historic climbing areas throughout Little Cottonwood 
Canyon including at least 64 boulders and 273 boulder problems. The high degree of physical impacts 
proposed by these alternatives should be considered only after lesser destructive alternatives are 
analyzed in detail. The climbing community and local climbing guides have invested considerable time, 
energy, and resources into maintaining public access to areas in the planning area, such as Gate 
Buttress and its parking area. These efforts have included significant public outreach and the formation 
of mutually-beneficial partnerships with stakeholders such as The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints. The UDOT proposals would significantly reduce parking, damage the climbing resource, and 
impact access trails in precisely the locations where the climbing community and other stakeholders 
have invested so much effort to preserve public access. (32.4A, 32.4B, 32.4I, 32.4G, 32.4N, and 
32.4P) 
 
Further, UDOT’s transportation proposals appear to cater solely to the ski areas at the top of the 
canyon while ignoring impacts to year-round dispersed recreation access throughout all of Little 
Cottonwood Canyon. (32.1.2B, 32.1.2C, 32.1.2D, 32.2.7A, 32.7B, and 32.7C) Both UDOT proposals 
would significantly reduce parking for dispersed recreation throughout the canyon, including areas 
highly frequented by climbing guides and their clients. (32.4A, 32.4B, and 32.4P) UDOT’s proposed 
parking lot “improvements” would severely limit access to the most popular climbing in the canyon by 
dramatically reducing the already limited parking currently available at the Gate Buttress, Grit Mill, and 
at the lower Little Cottonwood Park and Ride. The EIS should consider the needs of dispersed 
recreation users, including their transportation options such as maintaining the level of year-round 
parking options. (32.4N and 32.4P) 
 
UDOT’s limited range of alternatives fails to meet the purpose of this project which seeks to “deliver 
transportation options that meet the needs of the community while preserving the value of the Wasatch 
Mountains.” Indeed, the preferred alternatives ignore the needs of the dispersed recreation " 
"community-including mountain guides and their clients-while permanently degrading the value of Little 
Cottonwood Canyon by developing industrial transportation infrastructure. (32.1.2D and 32.4I) Instead, 
we urge UDOT to develop a new alternative centered on expanded bus service combined with other 
traffic mitigation strategies such as tolling, while also preserving the parking needs of dispersed 
recreational users throughout the canyon. (32.2.9A and 32.2.4A) 
 
 
Alternatives such as UDOT’s preferred alternatives cause a high degree of permanent physical impacts 
should be pursued only after less impactful alternatives have been developed. (32.2.2PP and 32.29R) 
UDOT must find a new alternative that considers the needs of the dispersed recreation community 
before it permanently scars the historic and highly valued climbing resources in Little Cottonwood 
Canyon. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Jason Keith 
Senior Policy Advisor 
American Mountain Guides Association 
 
EMAIL 
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September 3, 2021 12:08PM 
 
UDOT planners: 
 
Please find attached comments to the UDOT Little Cottonwood Canyon EIS from the American 
Mountain Guides Association, a 501(c)(3) educational non-profit organization that provides training and 
certification for climbing instructors, mountain guides, and ski guides throughout the United States. 
 
Please feel free to contact me directly with any questions or comments that you may have about 
AMGA’s comment letter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jason Keith 
American Mountain Guides Association 
https://amga.com 
September 3, 2021 
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Responses to this 
letter are provided in 
the email comment 
above, which is 
identifical to the 
letter.  
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